operations research centres there, soon to be followed by other defence contractors. Pleasant suburbs, such as the planned community of Reston, housed the workers. The area was late to the party: the government had already built substantial science centres across the Potomac in Maryland, including facilities for the National Institutes of Health, the National Bureau of Standards and later NASA.
In 1964, came the Beltway, the highway that circles Washington DC, triggering commercial development at the exits. Dulles International Airport, opened in 1962, added to the mix. Technology companies doing government business set up shop on or near the airport's access road, putting them close to the capital, the Pentagon and the airport.
The Internet grew up almost incidentally. ARPANET, the Defense Department's intercomputer system, morphed into the National Science Foundation's network and finally the Internet. At one time in the 1990s, 70% of domestic Internet traffic went through the parking garage of a non-descript building in Tysons Corner. By 1998, five of the 13 root servers of the Internet were in the Washington DC area, three of them in the same office park in Herndon, including the server with the master directory. Northern Virginia also became the home to enterprises such as AOL and MCI because of their proximity to the Internet infrastructure.
In March 2000, the Internet bubble burst and many commercial firms went belly up. The main economy of Internet Alley, meanwhile, suffered little. As Ceruzzi points out, most of the firms in northern Virginia, unlike those in Silicon Valley, were not famous for risk or innovation and had only one customer: the government, which is generally not affected by such market vicissitudes. Ceruzzi chronicles the evolution of Internet Alley astutely and accurately, if sometimes too fastidiously. Weird then that such a book has no index (a grave offence), even if, happily, it is illustrated. When 9/11 struck, the federal spigot became a power hose. Much of the spending is in the 'black budget' , the classified part of the federal budget. But the cars in the parking lot are fancier than ever and Tysons Corner has one of the most up-scale shopping centres in the United States, home to the first Apple retail store.
Yet, the whole place could disappear, Ceruzzi reveals. As a commercial concentration in the suburbs -what urban planners call an 'edge city' -Tysons Corner may be doomed. You can't walk anywhere in an edge city, so if you want urban amenities, you move elsewhere. People who want peace and quiet are decamping farther out and away from Tysons Corner. And the commute is terrible.
